
Kia ora Tahuna School parents and whanau

Principal’s Message
Welcome to our 1st  newsletter of  the 2025 school  year!
I  hope you al l  enjoyed t ime spent with fami ly and fr iends.  Our
tamarik i  are sett l ing into their  learning rout ines quickly and re-
connect ing with their  f r iends.  
Our aspirat ions for a l l  our tamarik i  are through our School  Vis ion
‘Learners for Li fe’  and our mission is  ‘To develop dynamic
learners who make a posi t ive contr ibut ion to our community. ’  Our
vis ion and mission is  underpinned by our Rural  ICARE Values of
Integr i ty ,  Chal lenge, Ambit ion,  Respect ,  and Encourage.

Introducing Our Proud Tahuna Team
Principal  -  Mr Phi l l ip Otto
Deputy Pr incipal  -  Miss Leasa Craw
Endeavour -  Miss Jaime Herkes
Endurance -  Mrs Holt-Pedersen 
Maungaturoto -  Miss Caron Purvis
Adventure -  Miss Sophie Lewis
Discovery -  Miss Leasa Craw
Release Teacher -  Gi l l  Constant ine and Alana Simmonds
Learning Assistant -  Ms Jul ie Shewry
Learning Assistant -  Mrs Kimberly Slooten
Off ice Administrator -  Mrs Far ida Davis
Van Driver -  Mr Mart in Foster
Cleaner -  Mrs Racquel  Dela Cruz

I  would l ike to welcome Miss Purvis who is new to our team this
year teaching in Maungaturoto room for 2025. She has made an
awesome start  wi th her tamarik i .

BSLA -  known as the Better Start  L i teracy Approach for Yr 0 -  3
Our teachers are implement ing an enhancement to our reading
curr iculum cal led the ‘Better Start  L i teracy Approach’ (BSLA).
This approach has been developed in New Zealand by a team of
experienced researchers from the Universi ty of  Canterbury,
fo l lowing years of  research on the best ways to support  chi ldren’s
ear ly reading,  wri t ing and oral  language success.  Our teachers
look forward to implement ing BSLA and growing our tamarik i ’s
reading knowledge and ski l ls .
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O u r  S c h o o l
P e p e h a  

P e p e h a  i s  a  w a y  o f
i n t r o d u c i n g  y o u r s e l f  i n
M a a o r i .  I t  t e l l s  p e o p l e
w h o  y o u  a r e  b y  s h a r i n g
y o u r  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h
t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  p l a c e s
t h a t  a r e  l o c a l  t o  o u r
a r e a .

K o  T a i n u i  t e  w a k a
M y  c a n o e  i s  T a i n u i

K o  M a n g a w a r a  t e  a w a
M y  r i v e r  i s  M a n g a w a r a

K o  H a p u a k o h e  t e  m a u n g a
M y  M o u n t a i n  i s  H a p u a k o h e

K o  W a i t i  t e  m a r a e  
M y  M a r a e  i s  W a i t i

K o  N g a t i  P a o a  t e  i w i
M y  t r i b e  i s  N g a t i  P a o a

K o  T a h u n a  t e  k u r a
M y  s c h o o l  i s  T a h u n a

S c h o o l
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O u r  I C A R E S  P a t h w a y  
I CA R E S  V a l u e s  Ca r d s
Ou r  v a l u e s  f o c u s  f o r  T e r m  1  i s  ‘ A mb i t i o n ’  t o  u s  t h i s  i mp o r t a n t  v a l u e  me a n s  -  B e  t h e  b e s t  I  c a n
b e .
A l r e a d y  t h i s  we e k  we  wo u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  s o me  e x a mp l e s  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  d i s p l a y i n g  o u r  s c h o o l
v a l u e s :
A a r o n  ( Ch a l l e n g e )  G i v i n g  i t  h i s  b e s t  g o  a t  s w i mmi n g .
J u r o u s  ( A mb i t i o n )  D i l i g e n t l y  c o mp l e t i n g  h i s  c l a s s wo r k  t h e  f i r s t  t i me  h e  i s  t o l d .
R o we l l  ( Ch a l l e n g e )  F o r  ma k i n g  p a p e r  p l a n e s  f o r  h i s  c l a s s .
Z a k  ( Ch a l l e n g e )  T r y i n g  v e r y  h a r d  t o  d i v e  i n  t h e  p o o l ,  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  u p .
P i p p a  ( A mb i t i o n )  F o r  h a v i n g  a  s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  b e  g o o d  a c r o s s  a l l  h e r  s u b j e c t s .
L e a h  S  ( A mb i t i o n )  F o c u s i n g  a n d  i g n o r i n g  o t h e r s  t o  g e t  h e r  wo r k  d o n e .
A u r o r a  ( A mb i t i o n )  Wo r k i n g  h a r d  t o  g e t  y o u r  ma h i  c o mp l e t e d .
B r u n o  ( R e s p e c t )  Ca r i n g  a n d  h e l p i n g  R a l p h  wh e n  h e  i s  h u r t .
A r t h u r  ( A mb i t i o n )  S h o w i n g  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  o n  d a y  1  o f  t h e  n e w  s c h o o l  y e a r .
S a v i j a  ( A mb i t i o n )  A c h i e v e d  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  s w i mmi n g  p o o l !  He  wa s  s c a r e d  b u t  s t u c k  t o  i t .
S a b i a n  ( Ch a l l e n g e )  T r y i n g  n e w  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  c l a s s  t h a t  c a n  b e  h a r d .
Ma r t y  ( R e s p e c t )  T a k i n g  p r i d e  i n  y o u r  ma h i .
Ch a r l i e  ( Ch a l l e n g e )  Ch a l l e n g i n g  y o u r s e l f  a t  s w i mmi n g .
F l o r e n c e  ( Ch a l l e n g e )  Wo r k i n g  h a r d  i n  Ma t h s !
Co o p e r  ( R e s p e c t )  Co o p e r  f o u n d  a n  o l d  h a mme r  i n  t h e  g r a s s  a n d  b r o u g h t  i t  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  d u t y
t e a c h e r .
A J  ( R e s p e c t )  S u p e r  t i d y i n g .
J a c k s o n  ( A mb i t i o n )  Wo r k i n g  h a r d  w i t h  y o u r  w r i t i n g  b y  ma k i n g  s u r e  i t  i s  r e a d a b l e  a n d  ma k e s  s e n s e .
L u c a s  ( E n c o u r a g e )  E n c o u r a g i n g  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a t  s w i mmi n g .
P a i g e  ( Ch a l l e n g e )  L e a r n i n g  s o me  n e w  a c t i v i t i e s .
Na v a d a  ( A mb i t i o n )  J o i n i n g  i n t o  g r o u p  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  e v e n  wh e n  u n s u r e  o f  t h e  a n s we r .
R o n  ( R e s p e c t )  Op e n i n g  t h e  g a t e  f o r  e v e r y o n e .

S w i m m i n g
S w i mmi n g  i s  a n  i mp o r t a n t  f o c u s  i n  T e r m  1  a n d  o u r  c l a s s r o o ms  w i l l  s w i m  mo s t  d a y s .  Ou r
t a ma r i k i  w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p i n g  b o t h  t h e i r  s w i mmi n g  a n d  wa t e r  s a f e t y  s k i l l s .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s
i mp o r t a n t  a l l  o u r  t a ma r i k i  b r i n g  t h e i r  t o g s  a n d  a  t o we l  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s  s w i mmi n g
l e s s o n s .  P l e a s e  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u r  c h i l d  b r i n g s  t h e i r  t o g s  a n d  t o we l  e a c h  d a y  ( n a me d )
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  we a t h e r .  I f  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  u n a b l e  t o  s w i m  p l e a s e  n o t i f y  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  t e a c h e r .
A  ma s s i v e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  F OS  wh o  h a v e  f u n d e d  a  p a i r  o f  s w i mmi n g  g o g g l e s  f o r  E V E R Y  c h i l d
a n d  s o me  r e d  c a p s  f o r  o u r  I n t e r s c h o o l  S w i mmi n g  t e a m!

C o u r t  S h a d e  C o v e r
T h e  c o u r t  c o v e r  c e l e b r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  o n  T h u r s d a y  t h e  2 7 t h  F e b r u a r y  s t a r t i n g  a t  5 p m.  A  f l y e r
w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  o u t  s o o n  w i t h  mo r e  d e t a i l s .

T h a n k  y o u
Ou t s t a n d i n g  wo r k  b y  t h e  L e h ma n n ’ s  a n d  A s h b y ’ s  d o i n g  s o me  a we s o me  wo r k  a r o u n d  o u r
s c h o o l  -  we e d  s p r a y i n g ,  p a i n t i n g ,  a n d  s p r e a d i n g  b a r k .  Mu c h  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  u s  a l l !
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U l t i m a t e  F r i s b e e
T h a n k s  t o  T o n y  F r a n s e n ,  w h o m  l a s t
t e r m  v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  t i m e  t o  t e a c h
D i s c o v e r y  C l a s s  s o m e  U l t i m a t e  F r i s b e e !
N e w  s k i l l s  w e r e  l e a r n e d  a n d  h o p e f u l l y
s o m e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  p l a y  t h i s  s p o r t  w h e n
t h e y  g e t  t o  I n t e r m e d i a t e  w e r e  i n s t i l l e d .

Y e a r  5 - 6  C a m p
J u i c i e  T h i r s t - D a y s  a r e  b a c k !  T h i s  t i m e
w e  a r e  f u n d r a i s i n g  f o r  t h e  Y e a r  5 & 6
C a m p  a t  F i n l a y  P a r k .  C a m p  d a t e s  a r e
S u n d a y  2 3 r d  M a r c h - T u e s d a y  2 5 t h .  O u r
T a m a r i k i  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  m a n y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g
v i s i t i n g  g l o w  w o r m s  v i a  b o a t ,  r o c k
c l i m b i n g ,  t h e  b l o b ,  w a t e r  s l i d e s ,  a
c o n f i d e n c e  c o u r s e ,  t o p  t e a m  g a m e s ,
a n i m a l  s u r v i v a l  a n d  m o r e .  O n  t h e  l a s t
d a y  w e  w i l l  v i s i t  S a n c t u a r y  M o u n t a i n  t o
c o n s o l i d a t e  o u r  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  p e s t s ,
o u r  n a t i v e  a n i m a l s / b i r d s  a n d
c o n s e r v a t i o n .

S u m m e r  L e a g u e  S o c c e r  k i c k e d  o f f  l a s t
F r i d a y .  W e  h a v e  3  t e a m s  e n t e r e d  a g a i n .
T h i s  5 - a s i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n  r u n s  f o r  6
w e e k s  a n d  i s  a  g r e a t  p r e s e a s o n  w a r m
u p  f o r  o u r  s o c c e r  p l a y e r s  o r  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  f i r s t  t i m e r s  t o  t r y  t h e
s p o r t  o u t .  
T h a n k s  t o  A m y  S h e w r y ,  M i s s  C r a w  a n d
S a l l y  &  G e o f f  M o o r e  f o r  m a n a g i n g  t h e
t e a m s .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n
T e a c h e r s  w o r k  i n c r e d i b l y  h a r d  t o
s u p p o r t  a n d  n u r t u r e  o u r  t a m a r i k i  e v e r y
d a y .  T o  e n s u r e  w e  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  b r i n g
t h e  b e s t  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  w e
e n c o u r a g e  w h a a n a u  t o  b e  m i n d f u l  t h a t
t e a c h e r s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  2 4 / 7 .
E m a i l s  a n d  m e s s a g e s  w i l l  b e  r e s p o n d e d
t o  d u r i n g  s c h o o l  h o u r s  f r o m  M o n d a y  t o
F r i d a y ,  b u t  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  n o t  b e
e x p e c t e d  t o  r e p l y  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s  o r  o n
w e e k e n d s .  J u s t  l i k e  y o u ,  t h e y  n e e d  t i m e
t o  r e s t ,  b e  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d
r e c h a r g e .
I f  y o u r  e n q u i r y  i s  u r g e n t ,  p l e a s e  r e a c h
o u t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  d o
o u r  b e s t  t o  a s s i s t  y o u .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r
y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  h e l p i n g  u s  c r e a t e  a
b a l a n c e d  a n d  p o s i t i v e  s c h o o l
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  a l l .
N g a a  m i h i ,  P h i l l i p  a n d  S t a f f

Dates to Remember
Term 1 

24th  February (Mon)
     Board of Trustees Meeting

25th February (Tue)
      Swimming Sports

27th February (Thurs)
Swimming      
Postponement date
Court Cover Opening
5pm

 4th March (Tues)
        Postponment date for      
        Swimming

5th March (Wed)
       Inter-School Swimming
       Sports

6th March (Thurs)
Inter-School Swimming
 Sports Postponement

17th March (Mon)
      EPRO 8 Classroom Week

(Years 4-6)

23rd March (Sun) - 25th
March (Wed) 

Year 5-6 Camp

9th April (Wed)
        EPro8 External
Competition

11th April (Fri)
       Term 1 Ends

18th April (Fri)
     Good Friday 

25th April (Fri) 
 ANZAC DAY

Help our school win
$10,000 worth of sports

gear - head to
https://www.aainsurance
.co.nz/big-little and fill in
the form, share with your

friends and familiy too!

The Big Little
Sponsorship
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Student Councillors 2025

On Tuesday we held our student councillor speeches where we listened to 14 speeches, from our Year 5 &
6 students who wanted the opportunity to be a leader in our school! The time, effort and practise they had

put into their speeches was obvious. To those who missed out this time, there will be other opportunities as
house leaders and at the beginning of Term 3 - we will elect 2 more student councillors, so keep striving!

Congratulations to our new student councillors. We look forward to your positive contribution to our school.
It is a great privilege to be a student councillor at Tahuna School. Our awesome team is as follows; Megan,

Alex, Zane, Leah, Jane, Indie, Ruby and Isiah.

School Policies – SchoolDocs
Our school policies are on a website

called School Docs. School Docs
provides us with policies, which have

been researched and follow the
Ministry of Education guidelines. 

The website
is:https://tahuna.schooldocs.co.nz.

The username is: tahuna and the
password is: cares 
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Please support our Sponsors


