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COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

Kia ora koutou,

What an outstanding start to Term 1! It has been wonderful to see
our tamariki embracing their learning with enthusiasm while
consistently demonstrating our Rural ICARE values. Their positive
attitudes, courage and willingness to support one another have
been a highlight across the school.

Our dedicated and hardworking staff continue to provide engaging
and meaningful learning opportunities, and we are grateful for the
ongoing support of our parents and whaanau, whose partnership
makes such a difference to our wonderful rural school.

We have enjoyed a number of special events this term, beginning
with our Whaanau Afternoon, which was a fantastic opportunity to
welcome both returning and new families into our school
community. It was lovely to see so many connections being made.

Our school Swimming Sports and Interschool Swimming events
showcased not only the skills of our tamariki but also their
determination and sportsmanship. On the hotter days, it has been
great to see so many tamariki making the most of our new court
cover - playing games such as Farmer Farmer, touch rugby, and a
variety of other fun activities while staying active and safe.

A key focus this term has also been Online Internet Safety. Our
tamariki have been developing important knowledge and skills to
navigate the digital world safely, and it was pleasing to see strong
attendance at our parent evening, reflecting the shared commitment
to supporting our young tamariki in this space.

Thank you again to our entire school community for such a positive
and successful start to the year. We look forward to all that Term 2
will bring!

Ngaa mihi
Mr Phillip Otto
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Introducing Our Proud Tahuna Team
Principal - Mr Phillip Otto
Deputy Principal - Leasa Craw
SENco - Dionne Holt-Pedersen
Endeavour (Yr 0-1) - Miss Jaime Herkes 
Endurance - (Yr 1,2,3) Mrs Dionne Holt-Pedersen
Maungaturoto - (Yr 3-4) Miss Caron Purvis
Adventure - (Yr 4-5) Mrs Sophie Marshall
Discovery - (Yr 5-6) Miss Leasa Craw
Release Teachers - Mrs Gill Constantine, Mrs Alana Simmonds
Learning Assistants - Ms Julie Shewry, Kimberley Slooten
Office Administrator - Ruby Takai
Van Driver - Martin Foster
Cleaner - Racquel Candilosas 

We love welcoming new tamariki and their whaanau into our school, and with our rolling intake, your child can
start school on their fifth birthday—no waiting for the next term!

To help make the transition smooth and positive, we offer relaxed school visits on Fridays from 1:15 to 2:30
pm. We usually recommend 2–4 visits before your child turns five, so they can get to know the space, meet
their teacher, and feel right at home.

Our school is set in a beautiful rural location, with small class sizes, a play-based environment, and a strong
focus on early learning through structured literacy and PR1ME Maths. It’s a lovely balance of exploration, fun, and
learning.

If you or someone you know is interested in enrolling, we’d love to hear from you. Please get in touch with
the school office for more information or to arrange a visit!

New Enrolments

Our new Student

Councillors for 2026!

School Policies – SchoolDocs
Our school policies are on a
website called School Docs.
School Docs provides us with
policies and concerns processes
which have been researched
and follow the Ministry of
Education guidelines. 

The website is:
https://tahuna.schooldocs.co.nz
The username is: tahuna and the
password is: cares

https://tahuna.schooldocs.co.nz/
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Adventure Class (Year 4-5)
The students in the Adventure Classroom have been busy explorers lately. From

mastering strokes during swimming to uncovering the secrets of the Rocky
Shore and Estuaries through reading and inquiry, we took a dive deep into our

environment.
We paused swimming and learning about rock pools for a week to get busy

building and breaking things during our STEM challenges for EPRO8. 
This term has been all about curiosity, collaboration, and with a splash here and

there!



This term Maungaturoto read the myth

‘How Maui slowed the sun’. we talked

about the story and then looked at

other stories and art by peter gossage.

Then we created our own Maui and the

Sun art!

Maungaturoto (Year 3 - 4)



Endurance Splashes Into Success!

Our students in Endurance had a fantastic time
at the school swimming sports in Week 4!
Leading up to the big day, we spent weeks

building water confidence and sharpening our
freestyle and backstroke techniques—not to

mention perfecting our "butterfly wiggle."

It was wonderful to see the children so proud of
themselves for completing full lengths of the
pool. They truly modeled perseverance and
courage as they performed in front of their

peers and families.

I am incredibly proud of every student for their
hard work and sportsmanship. Well done,

Endurance!

Our recent health sessions  
have been busy and productive!
The children have been learning
how to stay healthy by focusing
on sun safety, nutritious eating,

and the importance of sleep.
We’ve also practiced great
hygiene, including proper

handwashing and "catching"
sneezes and coughs to keep our

classroom germ-free.

The children are enjoying
working on their Ako Tahi

books, and it’s wonderful to
see their creative answers
and drawings come to life!
It is a true pleasure to see

the school-home
partnership working so well

to support their learning.
Keep up the great work!

It’s been a wonderful start
for our Book Club, with

several children already
diving in! It is still early days,
but it’s delightful to hear the
children state that they love
coming. We look forward to
seeing more young readers

join the fun!

The children have been having a
blast exploring 2D shapes with

Mrs. Connie and getting creative
by making their own! This

hands-on learning continued as
they made fairy bread, followed
by some fantastic writing about

the different stages used to
create their delicious treats.

Endurance - Year 1, 2 and 3Endurance - Year 1, 2 and 3Endurance - Year 1, 2 and 3



New Entrant -  Year 0 & 1

OUR learning

ENDEAVOURENDEAVOURENDEAVOUR
It’s been a busy and positive start to the
year in Endeavour! We’ve been getting into
the swing of our classroom routines and
worked together to create our class treaty,
setting the tone for a kind and supportive
space. There’s been some awesome progress
in reading, writing, and maths, with
students showing growing confidence and
pride in their learning.
It has been awesome to see friendships
growing across the class. Our team spirit is
shining through as students work together,
support one another, and celebrate their
learning. We’ve loved welcoming new faces
along the way everyone has done such a
great job of making others feel included and
part of our class whānau.
We also love seeing our Ako Tahi books
connecting learning between school and
home, this has been a big highlight of the
term.

SWIMMING SPORTS
This term, our focus in swimming has been all
about building water confidence and learning how
to stay safe in the water. It has been fantastic to
see every student getting involved, challenging
themselves, and growing in confidence. 
 Swimming Sports was a highlight of the term!
Every student jumped in and gave it a go, showing
courage, enthusiasm, and a willingness to try their
best. Students took part in a range of events that
suited them, and it was wonderful to see everyone
enjoying success in their own way.



Hello everyone!
From my sunny vantage point, I’m still enjoying my role as the school’s
unofficial supervisor, watching all of you from a comfortable distance

with a very contented heart. Lately, my joints have been a bit more
vocal than they used to be, complaining of those pesky aches and
pains that come with a life well-lived, but I want you to know I feel

every bit of the love you send my way. The school and community has
truly rallied around me, and that collective warmth acts like a cozy

blanket for my spirits. I might be moving a little slower, but I’ve never
felt more supported or cherished.

Don’t let my quiet observation fool you, though I’m still the same old
Milo when it comes to the important things. I am always, and I mean

always, up for a round of smooches and cuddles. There’s no ache that a
good ear or belly scratch can’t soothe. When I’m not busy being

pampered, I’ve actually been quite studious! I’ve found that lounging in
a golden patch of sunlight is the absolute best way to absorb a lesson

or two. I’ve been listening closely as you all tackle those tricky addition
and subtraction problems. It turns out that numbers are much easier

to manage when you have a warm coat and a peaceful spot to think. So,
if you see me blinking slowly at you from across the court, just know
I’m cheering you on in your friendly games and probably calculating

exactly how many treats are left in the jar.

Purrs and whiskers,
Milo 

Message from Message from 

Milo!Milo!





Tahuna

A place of fun and learning

Friendly Atmosphere
Messy and Outdoor Play
Awesome play equipment
Outings and Trips

Parent Education
Friendships with other parents
Fun and Educational for 0-6 Years
Fridays 9am – 12pm

Located at Tahuna School
Contact:
tahuna@playcentre.org.nz
Find us on Facebook
3 Free visits, $20/child or $30/family/term
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Sponsorships

If you would like to advertise your business in our termly community
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school.

Happy 9th Birthday to our wonderful school cat, Milo! 🐾🎉

Today our special friend turns 9 years old (that’s 52 in human

years!) and we couldn’t let the day pass without celebrating the

joy he brings to us all.

Milo, you brighten our days, calm our hearts, and remind us how

special the little moments can be. Thank you for all the cuddles,

companionship, and smiles you share with our school every single

day.

Here’s to many more naps in sunny spots, gentle purrs, and

happy memories together. 💛

Happy Birthday, Milo - you are truly loved by us all! 🐱✨
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Please support our Sponsors

admin@tahunaschool.school.nz



Please support our Sponsors
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